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from the Highest Self, since there is no further cause of difference.
Tke Approach of tlie Soul to Brahmaix.
If we keep this idea clearly in view, we may now return to the first legend which we examined, and which was taken from the B-r*"had&ra?iyaka-Upani-shad. You may remember that there also we saw philosophical ideas grafted on ancient legends. The journey of the soul on the Path of the Fathers to the moon was evidently an old legend. From the moon, as you may remember, the soul was supposed to return to a new life, after its merits had been exhausted. In fact the Path of the Fathers did not lead out of what is called Sawsara, the course of the world, the circle of cosmic existence, the succession of births and deaths. We do not read here, at the end of the chapter, thate there is no return/
The next step was the belief in a Devayana, the Path of the Gods, which really led to eternal blessedness, without any return to a renewed cosmic existence. We left the soul standing before the throne of Brahman, and enjoying perfect happiness in that divine presence. Nothing more is said in the old Upanishacls. It is generally admitted, however, that even those who at first go on the Path of the Fathers, and return from the moon to enter upon a new cycle of life, may in the end attain higher knowledge and then proceed further on the Path of the Gods till they reach the presence of Brahman. The Upanishad ends with one more paragraph stating that those who know neither of these two roads become worms, birds, and creeping things. This is all which the old Upanishads had to say.